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The British had over 4000 Hessian troops in their army at the start of the campaign. However, only about 1000 were present at the battle. About 1000 of their least reliable Hessian soldiers had been sent by boat from Philadelphia to New York just before the Monmouth campaign began. Over 2000 Hessian troops were part of Major General William von Knyphausen’s British Second Division, which was guarding the British wagon train and so were not present at the battle. The Battle of Monmouth on July 28, 1778 was fought principally by the men of Major General Charles Cornwallis’ British First Division. Cornwallis’ command included three battalions of Hessian Grenadiers, who were held in reserve and did not participate in the fighting.


This is a listing of the Hessian troops in Clinton’s army at the time of the battle. Their approximate strengths are in parentheses.

BRITISH ARMY – Maj Gen Henry Clinton

FIRST DIVISION – Maj Gen Charles Cornwallis


Hessian Grenadiers



Von Linsingen Batn  [350]



Von Lengerke Batn [400]



Minnigerode Batn  [250]

SECOND DIVISION – Maj Gen William von Knyphausen  NOT ON FIELD


Jager Corps – Lt Col Ludwig von Wumb




Hesse-Kassel Jager (foot) – Maj Ernst von Prueschenk  [664]



Hesse-Kassel Jager (mounted) – Capt August von Wreedon [37]



Anspach-Bayrouth Chasseurs – Capt Carl von Cramon [92]


Hessian Brigade – Maj Gen Johann Stirm



Regiment du Corps (Leib) – Col Friedrich von Wumb  [573]



Regiment von Donop – Col David von Gosen  [580]


Hessian Brigade – Col Johann von Loos



Regiment von Alt Lossberg – Col Johann von Loos  [276]



Regiment von Knyphausen – Maj Johann von Stein  [253]



Regiment von Woellworth – Col Wolfgang von Woellworth  [257]


Hessian Artillery  [200]

SENT TO NEW YORK BY BOAT (NOT AT BATTLE)


Hessian Cavalry (Part)


Two Anspach Regiments  [1000]
NOTE: Only about half of the approximately 30,000 German mercenaries who fought for the British in the Revolutionary War were true “Hessians” from the province of Hesse-Cassell. They also came from Brunswick, Anspach-Bayreuth, Waldeck, Anhalt-Zerbst, and other provinces and principalities.


The most notable German-American who participated in the Monmouth Campaign was Baron Friedrich Wilhelm August Heinrich Ferdinand von Steuben. He was born in Germany in 1730 and served as a Prussian soldier and staff officer in the Seven Years’ War. In 1777 he met Benjamin Franklin in Paris and was persuaded to volunteer his services to the American cause. He joined Washington at Valley Forge in late February 1778 and helped draft a new drill and training regimen. Washington in gratitude appointed him the army’s Inspector General. 

The training he gave the army at Valley Forge is credited with helping the troops maneuver and fight better at Monmouth. Von Steuben also commanded a division at Yorktown in 1781, the last major battle of the war. After the war he retired to a farm near Utica, New York, where he died in 1794. A statue of General von Steuben was erected earlier this year by the Von Steuben Society near the Monmouth Battlefield Visitor Center.

Brigadier General Peter Muhlenberg was born in Pennsylvania in 1742, the son of a German missionary. He became an ordained minister and in 1775 enlisted many members of his congregation in the 8th Virginia “German” Regiment. He commanded an American brigade at the battle of Monmouth. Muhlenberg served with distinction throughout the war, and afterwards was an important politician and congressman. He died in 1807.

Baron Johann de Kalb was born in Bavaria in 1721. After an active military career in Europe, he sailed to America in 1777 with the Marquis de Lafayette to offer his services to our Congress. He was in nominal command of a division during the Monmouth Campaign, but was absent due to sickness. The Baron was mortally wounded at the Battle of Camden, S.C. in August 1780.

Mary Hays McCauley, better known as “Molly Pitcher,” is often thought to be of German ancestry. Current research demonstrates that she was probably not born under the name “Mary Ludwig,” as many sources have believed. This does not, however, rule out the possibility that she may have been born of German blood. 
FACTOID: The Hessians serving in the British army were fond of General. Clinton because he spoke German
